PAD 6946 Policy Working Paper Guidance Sheet

Objective: A 10-15-page paper that provides policy guidance (or solution) to a workplace issue encountered during your internship.

Format:  APA Style; A one-page executive summary; double-spaced, 10-point font.  Recommended Flesch-Kincaid Index Score: 50-60 (Available in Word). 
Sources: Refereed journals, books, technical documents, and interviews.  Rules-of-scholarly thumb suggest at least one citation per page, with two to three being optimal. Interviews are a particularly effective means of gathering “street-wisdom” that bolsters traditional material.
Overview: Internships provide in vitro testing for career choice. They also provide an opportunity to demonstrate your intellectual capacity.  Supervisors provide insight on grading with their assessments.  Another part is this policy working paper (50%). 
Your policy question is due one month into the internship.  Your paper, due at the completion of your internship, should address the question or policy issue of choice.  Examples of questions are:

· What are hiring best practice in non-profits?

· Should municipalities privatize golf courses or keep their operation “in-house?”

· Can inter-local agreements address critical homeland security issues?

The question/problem is drawn from your experience on the job. It should be addressed within the confines of the semester and page limit.  “Big questions” about major policy issues are off limits and undoable under these constraints.  In essence, your findings should be of use to your organization and address a current need.

I suggest submission of a tentative question/problem for feedback two weeks into the internship.  This “definition phase” is often more difficult than providing answers. 

A policy paper generally requires organizational history for understanding.  You should provide a background on the organization you have partnered with for context. Additionally, you should provide the reader with rationale for choosing the problem or issue you are writing about.  
Seeing what’s worked in other locales is useful and adds street cred.  It is truly easier not to recreate the wheel.  

Ultimately, most public sector analytics distill to what works: That connotes and denotes cost-effectiveness coupled with legal, administrative, and political feasibility.  It would be prudent to ask yourself (and supervisor) if your answer(s) fit within that rubric. 

Your final product should demonstrate command of written English.  You are graduate students representing FIU—and yourselves!  University rules regarding plagiarism set forth in the FIU Student Handbook, reaffirmed by the Public Administration faculty, are operative.
I am available for review of drafts or other input in your writing. Good luck!
